
Raccoon River Park 
2500 Grand Avenue 

West Des Moines, Iowa  50265 

Fee Information 

Resident Annual Permit (per dog) ….…….… $ 20            
Non-Resident Annual Permit (per dog) …... $ 40      
Daily Pass (per dog) …………...…...…...….…… $ 5                
Lost Tag Replacement …….………....….……… $ 5 

 

Permit Information 

Annual Permits and Day Passes can be purchased at the 

following locations: 

West Des Moines Parks & Recreation Office 
4200 Mills Civic Pkwy, Suite 1B, West Des Moines                          
Phone: 222-3444    Fax: 222-3459  
Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm                            
 

Raccoon River Park Nature Lodge 
2500 Grand Avenue, West Des Moines 
Phone: 222-3424    Fax: 222-3658  
 

 
Vaccination Information 

Verification of rabies & distemper/parvo vaccine due 

dates is required.  Bring a copy of your veterinarian     

receipt when purchasing a permit. 

 

Questions???    

(515) 222-3444  or  ParkRec@wdm.iowa.gov 

All dogs residing in the City of West Des Moines are 

required to have a City license.  Your Dog Park permit 

will not cover this requirement.  For information     

regarding City animal licenses, please call 222-3600 or 

visit www.WestPet.org.  

Have a mobile device? 

Visit our website or 

download a permit 

application here. 



WELCOMEWELCOMEWELCOME! or should we say 

WOOFWOOFWOOF! 
 

The City of West Des Moines Parks & Recreation 

Department would like to welcome you and your 

dogs to the Raccoon River Dog Park, the 

city’s only public leash-free area.   

 

Please assist us in keeping the Raccoon River 

Dog Park safe and enjoyable for all visitors by 

doing the following: 

 

Please purchase 

an annual permit 

or daily pass for 

each dog.  The 

funds raised help 

to offset the cost of operating the Dog Park.  

Permits also help to insure that dogs using 

the Dog Park have been vaccinated.  

Please help by cleaning up after your dog 

and using the provided biodegradable bags 

and waste container. 

Please abide by the rules regarding 

children.  Although it may sound like fun, 

dog parks are not a place for small children.   

Please follow all of the rules in this 

brochure, as well as, those posted at the 

Dog Park.  

   

Raccoon River Dog Park RulesRaccoon River Dog Park RulesRaccoon River Dog Park Rules   
   

Use of the Dog Park is at the owner/handler's own risk.  

Permit/pass holders and their guests agree to hold the 

City of West Des Moines harmless for any injury or 

damages to person or property by use of the Dog Park. 

An annual permit tag is required to be worn by all dogs 

inside the Dog Park.  Raccoon River Park personnel will 

perform random checks of tags. 

No permits will be issued for puppies under 16 weeks old.  

All dogs in the Dog Park must be at least 16 weeks old. 

Do not bring any dog with a known history of 

aggression, fighting, or biting.  Any dog 

exhibiting aggressive or unruly behavior is 

required to be removed by the handler 

immediately.  If you intentionally bring a dog 

with known aggressive tendencies into the Dog 

Park your permit will be subject to revocation. 

Each handler may have only 2 dogs at any time within 

the Dog Park. 

For the protection of the natural environment and the 

safety of the dogs, no smoking is allowed in the Dog Park.  

No alcohol of any kind is allowed in the Dog Park. 

No children under 10 years of age are allowed within the 

Dog Park.  Unfortunately, small children are at greater 

risk of being injured at a dog park than are older children 

or adults. 

Handlers of dogs must be over 16 years of age.  Children 

under 16 years of age must be supervised by an adult at 

all times while within the Dog Park. 

Hours of the Dog Park are 6:30 a.m. to sunset (7:00 p.m. 

during winter).  The gates will be locked after hours. 

No wheeled or motorized vehicles are allowed within the 

Dog Park.  Exceptions to this are wheelchairs or other 

assistive equipment used by people with disabilities. 

Except for within the Dog Park, dogs must be on 

leash in all areas of the West Des Moines park 

system, including Raccoon River Park.  You may 

unleash your dog only after entering the fenced Dog 

Park.  Carry a leash for each dog at all times while in 

the Dog Park. 

Female dogs in heat are not allowed in the Dog Park. 

All owners/handlers must clean up after their dog in 

all areas of the Dog Park, including tall grass areas.  

Remember that this applies not only to the Dog Park, 

but to all public property. Please use the provided 

waste bags. 

Dogs shall be under visual contact and voice control 

of the handler at all times.  You must stay within 

close range of your dog and must never leave your 

dog unattended. 

Permits, passes, and tags cannot be transferred to 

other dogs or dog owners. 

Dogs in the Small Dog Area of the Dog Park can be 

no taller than 13" at the shoulder and weigh no more 

than 25 pounds.  Small dogs can use all areas of the 

Dog Park, but please keep in mind that it is possible 

for small dogs to be accidentally injured by larger 

dogs. 

No animal food is allowed within the Dog Park, other 

than small training treats. 

The permit may be 

permanently revoked 

for any violation of 

these rules.  It is 

important that the dog 

owner, as well as any 

other person bringing 

the dog to the Dog 

Park, be knowledgeable 

of the rules. 


